[Congenital disorders in the first year of life].
Assessment of the prevalence of congenital malformations in a population-based birth cohort of 2151 children. Information about congenital malformations was obtained of 2092 infants by the Child Health Clinic nurses and by the CHC physician during six consultations in the first year of life. In 29% of the infants a congenital malformation was diagnosed. In 37 children (1.8%) 40 major malformations were found. More than three quarters of the malformations were diagnosed in the first three months of life. Using the EUROCAT criteria, a difference existed between the incidence of congenital malformations in liveborn infants in SMOCK (4.0%) and in EUROCAT (2.3%). This difference is mainly caused by the difference in the number of reports on congenital hip dislocation. The prevalence of major defects was similar in both SMOCK (central nervous system: 14/10,000; circulatory system: 67/10,000; ventricular septal defect 29/10,000; schisis: 14/10,000; Down syndrome: 14/10,000) and EUROCAT: By systematic and structured reporting it is possible to obtain more complete information on the prevalence of congenital malformations than by voluntary notification. One quarter of the congenital malformations is not detected before the age of 3 months.